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The aim of this work is the investigation of the role of Madame Tussaud and her creation in modern history.

The objects of this work: 

· the person of Madame Tussaud;

· the reasons of people’s interest and love to Madame Tussaud’s  Museum;

· modelling methods at Madame Tussaud’s Museum;
· weird works of art at Russian Wax Museum;
· notable wax museums.



I. Introduction
Museum is something extremely vital to people's spiritual life. There exist a great number of different museums. And each of them has something extraordinary in itself and is attractively interesting. It is doubtless that wax museums enjoy popularity all over the world. And there are a great many of wax museums in the world. They are completely different, featuring various life objects, people and showing a diverse attitude to wax.

The wax museum founded by Madame Tussaud is certainly one of them. It often comes as a shock to Londoners that Madame Tussaud’s wax museum is one the capital's top tourist attractions. Many find this museum gruesome and frightening. Others maintain that its collection of wax statues has no artistic merit. Some even point out that the waxworks are simply a Parisian invention, transported to London by the establishment founder, Madame Tussaud. Yet, despite these criticisms, Madame Tussaud’s wax museum has become a world famous institution. Millions of visitors from overseas and from other parts of Britain would not consider their trip to the capital worthwhile without a stop at the unusual waxwork exhibition in Marylebone Road. The exhibition consists of series of halls: such as the Conservatory, where visitors can view life-size wax models of sport, film and TV personalities; the 'Super Stars' hall, where a number of popular people are embodied and presented; the Grand Hall, peopled by historical, political, military and royal figures; and the Chamber of Horrors, where terrifying scenes follow terrifying scenes: there are models illustrating methods of execution. Some years ago the museum opened a new show 'Air Guitar Star' starring The Darkness' Justin Hawkins. And that's not it! More new interactive attractions have been opened; In 'Divas', starring Beyonce, Britney and Kylie, guests are taught dance moves and perform on stage with feedback on their performance from Beyonce via video link.
 To be immortalized forever in wax you don’t need to be a Queen or a politician, you just need to be a celebrity with a pulling power.
In fact, there is a great number of wax works exhibitions in our country and abroad. Wax personalities attract millions of visitors all over the world. It’s an open secret that a transnational entertaining company Tussaud’s Group is at the top of the list.

During my summer trip to St. Petersburg I also visited some wax – works exhibitions. Two of them were really fascinating and worth seeing. But I was also disappointed to discover that there is too much hackwork at this field. All this aroused my particular interest in wax sculpture and made me investigate the subject deeper. The aim of my work is to research the history of the matter, to reveal the facts of Madame Tussaud’s life and to trace the development of Wax Works Museum into the world’s biggest entertaining centre Tussaud’s Group.
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This written work can be used at English lessons and world art lessons, as well as at extracurricular, devoted to great personalities. I’m sure it will help to broaden the student’s outwork.
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II. MADAME TUSSAUD AND THE HISTORY OF WAXWORKS

How It All Began
First it was a living newspaper, then a History textbook, London’s visit card, a movie theatre, a restaurant and even a planetarium. Today Madame Tussaud’s Wax Works Museum is the most visited tourist attraction in the world. Its founder, Madame Tussaud is considered to be the first business lady in the world’s history and is called a grandmother of modern show- business.

At the beginning of the 17th century Europe was captured by fashion on wax portrait sculptures. Although thеy were not so long-living and tough as those made of marble and bronze, they were at greater demand as more realistic and cheaper. And it made them available not only for merchants and aristocrats but for the common citizens as well. And they wanted to remain in their grandchildren’s memories.
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Madame Tussaud and Her Museum



The story of Madame Tussaud is as fascinating as that of the exhibition itself. Two things of her life are especially noteworthy. First, she spent her early years during the French Revolution and came to meet many of the characters involved. Second, and perhaps more unusually, she succeeded in business at time when women were rarely involved in the world of commerce.

Madame Tussaud was born in Strasbourg in 1761 and christened Marie Grosholtz. Her father, a soldier, was killed in a battle during the Seven Years War only two months before Marie’s birth. Her mother was a housekeeper for Dr. Philippe Curtius, a skilled wax sculptor. From the earliest childhood Marie learnt modelling techniques with Dr. Curtius. Just before the French Revolution they moved to Paris.
At that time Marie’s talent became apparent and she was invited to the royal court to assist in the artistic education of the King Louie XVI’s sister, Madame Elizabeth. Life in Versailles was vivid contrast to Marie’s pervious existence. The capital became a centre chaotic activity; no one was safe, and at one time both Marie and her mother were imprisoned. But they were not executed, and nobody knew why. Long before Marie was asked to prepare the death masks of many of her former employers after they had been executed – among them Marie Antoinette, Lois XVI, Jean Paul Marat, the philosopher and revolutionary. This portrait, along with many others modelled by Marie, is still on display today.

In 1794 Cutius died, and Marie inherited the business, which was grown under her influence. In the following year she married a French engineer, Francois Tussaud, and gave birth to three children: a daughter, who died, and two sons.

France was still suffering, enormous deprivation, and Marie’s exhibition was struggling to survive. In 1802 Marie made a monumental decision. She would leave her husband and her baby son, Francis, in Paris, while she and her elder son, Joseph, would tour the exhibition round the British Isles.

Marie was to see neither France nor her husband again. She spent the next 33 years travelling around the British Isles, exhibiting her growing collection of figures to crowds of curious and intrigued spectators. Joseph (her elder son) accompanied her, taking a keen interest in the craft of making wax figures. Soon his brother Francis joined them.

In the days before television, cinema and radio Madame Tussaud’s figures were sensation. Week after week the figures of Lord Byron, the murders Burke and Hare, King George IV, Queen Carline of Brunswik, Shakespeare and the death mask of Emperor Napoleon – among many others – were packed and unpacked to be shown to an admiring public.

The travels ended in 1835, when Madame Tussaud’s exhibition found a permanent home. It was in London, not far from today’s exhibition.

Another interesting development of the period was the establishment of what was to become the Chamber of Horrors. Madame Tussaud’s collection of the victims and perpetrators of violent punishment and murders and miscreants was an unquestionable success.

Madame Tussaud was actively involved in the exhibition almost to the end of her life. This would be a remarkable feat even now, and was particularly unusual for a woman in the 19th century. In April 1850, at the age of 89, she died. Her final work – a remarkable self- portrait modeling eight years before her death – can still be seen today.
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There are some interesting facts about her museum. In 1925 an electrical fault sparked a fire, which, despite the efforts of Madame Tussaud’s own firefighters and the London Fire Brigade, soon raged out of the control. Many of the figures were destroyed. But in 1928 the interior had been reconstructed, this time with the addition of a cinema and restaurant.

With the outbreak of the Second World War, in 1939, all of Britain was threatened by enemy action - not least London. During the night of the 8th of September 1940, Madame Tussaud’s was struck by a heavy bomb, which inflicted significant damage. Some 352 head models were damaged beyond repair and the cinema was completely destroyed – although, thankfully, no lives were lost. In December of that same year the exhibition again opened its doors to the public.

And now I’d like to dwell upon some studio secrets of Madame Tussaud’s Museum.
Studio Secrets

Modelling methods at Madame Tussaud’s have not changed in 200 years. Once a person has been chosen, the first step is to collect preliminary information – press photographs and articles if the subject is alive, portraits in other media and biographies if dead. Then it must be decided in which part of the exhibition the figure is to be placed, what the pose it should be and its relationship to other wax portraits.
Every work begins with the preparatory step. The manager of the museum chooses the person to be included into the exhibition as a wax model. Then photographers take pictures of that person in different positions: the front of him, from the back, from different sides, to get clear understanding about the peculiarities of his/her appearance and about the figure. They make the clay mould. We have seen that the sculptor makes the mould smooth and very alike the original using special instruments. From this preparatory work depends the portray likeness with the man. Then we saw that around the mould they had made the form, which would be filled afterwards with the liquid wax by special temperature. After that the form would be removed and the wax model is ready to the next actions with it. The whole staff of highly qualified personnel works over the process of making the model “alive”. The special clothes, shoes are made for the figure, hair is implanted into the head, eyes color is made alike the person’s color. The figure is put to the special place. In the end the figures look like the original person. 
The sculptor is normally given a sitting with the subject when detailed photographs are taken, hair and eyes are matched and clothes noted. The sculptor not only takes measurements, such as dimensions of ears and nostrils, but also has the opportunity to observe the character and personality of the subject, which will be conveyed as modeling progresses.




Sittings usually take place at Madame Tussaud’s studious although, on occasion, the sculptor will visit the subject. Nelson Mandela gave a sitting at the Post House Hotel near Heathrow Airport, during a busy schedule which included a television interview. He later visited Madame Tussaud’s with the late ANC leader Oliver Tambo to unveil the figure.

Sylvester Stallone’s sitting was as the MGM Studios in Hollywood, and he presented Madame Tussaud’s with his own full set of evening clothes.

Madame Tussaud’s sculptors never take life casts. Hands, however, are regularly moulded from life and cast in wax.

It takes about six months to complete a figure, most of which is spent on the portrait head. Working from the reference material acquired at the sitting, the sculptor begins by modeling the head in clay. At this stage the hair is also sculpted, but this will later be replaced by real hair. Despite the extensive use of careful measurements, a great deal of artistry is required to achieve a realistic portrait. The body is built up in clay on to an armature.

When the sculptor is happy with the clay model, a mould of approximately 12 separate pieces is taken from the head. After meticulous cleaning, the saturated, warm plaster head mould is filled with molten wax. When a sufficient thickness has solidified, the still molten centre is poured away. The head mould is made of a plaster of sufficient quality and fitness to reproduce exactly the surface of the clay, and can be used several times. The plaster pieces are removed from the head, and the wax cast is allowed to cool slowly, wrapped in cloth.
Entertaining and Amazing People
Figures are made 2% bigger than real life because wax shrinks. The wax used for the figures is similar to candle wax. In the thrifty past, wax figures were melted down and re-used, but this is no longer the case as the color of the wax deteriorates when recycled. Each figure weights about 15 kg – with 4.5 kg of wax used for the head and 1.4 kg for the hands.



Over 150 precise measurements are taken to create an accurate portrait. Each hair is to be individually inserted, taking about five weeks.

All the figures regularly have their hair washed and styled like anyone else would at a hairdresser’s. By the way, all vital statistics are accurate and kept under lock and key by Madame Tussaud’s. Despite repeated requests from the press, this information is never disclosed. The characters who move and speak are modelled in clay first of all, like the normal portraits, but the head is made in silicon rubber which allows movement.

A spokesperson for Madame Tussaud’s says men and women like different figures. The figure most photographed by men is Naomi Campbell, and the most photographed by women is Brad Pitt.

However, the attention from the public isn’t always friendly – for instance, Hitler had to be put behind in the Chamber of Horrors because people couldn’t stop abusing him. A thrilling experience is waiting for you inside Madame Tussaud’s Museum in London. This is called Scream, connected to Chamber of Horrors. There is a very suggestive warn above the entrance which says: “Abandon all hope All who enter here!” Visitors will be desperate to escape from a high security prison where the inmates – live actors – are running wild. The guidelines are: it is not suitable for children under 12 years of age, it is not suitable for people with high blood pressure, or heart conditions, beware loud noises and strobe lighting and do not touch the actors as they will not touch you.
 By the way, research by Madame Tussaud’s has revealed that women are stronger than men. In a recent study they discovered that Chamber of Horrors is twice as popular among women as among men!
Developing Business
Since it opened in 1835 Madame Tussaud’s has constantly worked to introduce new attractions over the years.

One of the most recent changes has seen the prominent displays of pop singers, TV stars and movie icons replacing the traditional royals, historical figures and politicians.



Customer needs
Customer feedback has dictated the recent changes as visitors no longer expressed an interest in seeing men in suits expecting to see instead current celebrities and wanting interactive exhibitions.

The royals haven't been replaced completely you can still see the Queen but instead of seeing her from behind a rope you can have a royal audience escorted by guardsmen.
The UK's top personality
Sir Elton John has been unveiled as the UK's favourite personality and cast in chocolate! A life size chocolate figure of Sir Elton has been made to celebrate Cadbury's Centenary.



People had the chance to vote from a top ten list that consisted of:

•
five TV personalities (Cat Deeley, Denise Van Outen, Jonathan Ross, Ricky Gervais and Sharon Osbourne)

•
three sports personalities (David Beckham, Denise Lewis and Paula Radcliffe)

•
two singers (Sir Elton John and Will Young)

The figure which weighs 126kgs can be viewed in Madame Tussaud’s until autumn in a special tent that stops it from melting.

Popular British culture

You can get up close and personal with celebrities like Simon Cowell made famous by UK reality TV show 'Pop Idol' you can try to impress him with your vocal talents and then listen to his comments.

The system you sing into tells how in tune you are and dictates his comments from his trademark put downs to the very rare praise.

Pop and movie stars



If you want more than TV personalities you can rub shoulders or chests with the cream of Hollywood, Brad Pitt. You can stroke silicon chest of Michael Jackson – it may be the closest you ever get to doing it. Or if you would rather you can dance with pop princess Britney Spears and her backing dancers while Britney is all wax the dancers are real creating a unique experience.
How much do they cost?

Beyonce Knowles, singer with the girl group Destiny’s Child, was  immortalized in 2004 at a cost of £52,000 complete in the orange and pink Versace dress she wore in her music video ‘Crazy in love’ as part of the Diva’s exhibition.

Weird works of art at Russian Wax Museum
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The ancient custom of making wax masks from the faces of the dead marked the beginning of the wax figure phenomenon. The art of wax portraits in Russia dates back to 1698 when Peter the Great returned home from a voyage with a wax head modeled after his own, along with seven busts of the participants of the Great Embassy. He developed a great interest in this art form and began ordering more. The first wax museum in St. Petersburg was opened in 1738 with portrayals of contemporary kings or high ministers. Admission was costly and meant to entertain only the elite. 

However, wax figures became more popular and started being used in shop windows as mannequins, in barbershops to promote new haircuts, and in bookshops to acknowledge renowned Russian writers. Soon, wax museums began appearing all over the Russian Empire from Moscow to Odessa. They became favorite attractions for all classes of people, until the fad melted away after the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

Several decades passed before this art form was reborned by The St. Petersburg Wax Museum in the late 1980s.The main office of “Wax Figures” is located in the Nevsky Avenue, at the heart of Saint Petersburg. It’s inside this headquarters where the new exhibitions are being planned and developed, the exhibitions on tour are being supplied with the advertising materials, the marketing programs are being introduced and the financial operations carried out.

The main difference from any other museum that a wax museum has is the perpetual state of being on tour, crossing extremely long distances. The exhibitions are being shown in central museums and showrooms, in theme parks or social center, where thousands of visitors are attracted. However, some exhibitions are being held in Saint Petersburg on a regular basis, though the leitmotivs of these exhibitions is in a perpetual state of change too.

One another distinctive feature of “Wax Figures” permitting us to hold interesting and modern exhibitions is the development of moving robots. Thanks to that hi-tech feature, the world of wax portrait becomes even more rich and colourful, for static figures can now become animated.

Our knowledge and skills in producing latex and silicon material that perfectly imitates the look of human or animal skin permitted us to create the first Russian laboratory capable of producing large-scale latex mechanic exhibitions:

· The Dinosaur Planet 

· The Insect Monsters 

· The Giants of the Ice Age 

The development of exhibitions like these requires much labour and expenses. The project is carried out by the professionals of the top-notch engineering and research facilities of Saint Petersburg. That is the thing that guarantees the high quality of the robot showpieces.

Nowadays “Wax Figures” possess a set of hi-tech workshops of total area more than 1000 sq.m.

The staff includes a list of highly skilled professionals, like artists, art historians, engineers, sculptors, moulders, make-up masters, seamstresses and a number of other specialties.

During the past seven years the producing facility of “Wax Figures” has developed more than a dozen of conceptual exhibitions. That required more that a 1,500 wax figures to be produced, not to include a hundred of moving wax figures. Plus, during that time five exhibitions of giant robots took place.

The “Wax Figures” group of companies is a partner of a number of European exhibition organizations. It has reliable partners in Denmark, Finland, German, Poland, Romania, Greece, as well as in USA.
Today, this museum owns a group of companies that organize touring Russian wax exhibitions all over the world. If you’re visiting St. Petersburg, you can view any of the four permanent displays at the Baltiyskiy Dom Theater, the Planetarium of St. Petersburg, the Stroganoff Palace, and the Anichkov Palace.

 Some sculptures resemble their muses more than others. Can you guess who these famous figures are?
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Notable wax museums

Madame Tussaud’s, historically associated with London, is the most famous name associated with wax museums. In 1835 Madame Tussaud established her first permanent exhibition in London's Baker Street. There are also Madame Tussaud’s in Dam Square, Amsterdam; Berlin; Hong Kong; Shanghai; and three locations in the United States: the Venetian Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada, Times Square in New York City, and new ones in Washington, D.C. and Hollywood. Louis Tussaud's wax museum in San Antonio, Texas, is across the street from the historic Alamo. Another is located on the Canadian side of Niagara Falls.

One of the most popular wax museums in the United States for decades was The Movieland Wax Museum in Buena Park, California, near Knott's Berry Farm. The museum opened in 1962 and through the years added many wax figures of famous show business figures. Several stars attended the unveilings of the wax incarnations. The museum closed its doors on October 31, 2005, after years of dwindling attendance.

However, the most enduring museum in the United States is the Hollywood Wax Museum located in Hollywood, California which features almost exclusively figures of movie actors displayed in settings associated with their roles in popular movies. This group of museums includes facilities in Branson, Missouri and Gatlinburg, Tennessee near Pidgeon Forge. With the original location having been developed in the mid-1960s, the most recent reports suggest that this group of museums is experiencing brisk business with the Branson location having undergone a substantial expansion and remodeling in 2008 and 2009 including an animated ride and a mirror maze.

Another popular wax museum is the Musée Conti Wax Museum in New Orleans, Louisiana, which features wax figures portraying the city's history as well as a "Haunted Dungeon" section of wax figures of famous characters from horror films and literature. Another popular wax museum in the U.S. is the Wax Museum at Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco, California.
The Royal London Wax Museum in downtown Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, features "royalty to rogues and the renowned."

The National Wax Museum in Dublin, Ireland is a wax museum which hosts well over a hundred figures. For many years it has had only one sculptor, PJ Heraty, who continued producing figures even while the museum was closed. Meanwhile it could be re-opened at a new location. During the last few years some other new wax museums are starting around the world. In 2009 Dreamland Wax Museum opened in Gramado, in the south of Brazil.

"Wax World" a museum with a collection of wax statues of Indian freedom fighters opened in the Hill station Udhagamandalam (Ooty) India in March 2007. Another branch of this museum opened in July 2008 at the historical site of Old Goa with a collection of religious statues. A unique wax museum on musicians and musical instruments named "Melody World" opened at Mysore, India in October 2010.Another popular wax museum called "Celebrity Wax Museum" is located in Lonavala, India.



III. Conclusion
In conclusion I’d like to say that working at my report I discovered a lot of astonishing details about the past and present of the museum. Wax work museum is the unique place where you can study history and biographies of famous people opening every time something new to ourselves. The museum is not only the attractive place for hundreds of thousands tourists, but scientific laboratory with the up-to date technologies and materials. For model making you have to know different subjects: history, chemistry, anatomy, to be a designer, a sculptor, an artist. 
I could hardly imagine that there are even speaking wax figures and that visitors can freely interact with them – dance, sing, play and what not! And of course it was a surprise for me to follow wonderful changes and how the museum gradually turned into a great international complex Tussaud’s Group!

I highly appreciate Marie Grosholz, or Madame Tussaud. I admire this talented strong, courageous and enthusiastic business lady. I’m sure her life and the history of the Museum can serve a brilliant example for business people how to develop and expand one’s business. And without any doubts she would be proud to see the fantastic changes of her creation!

So, in any way, the wax museum is the right place to go. And no matter what type it is, the wax museum will open you the road to learning about famous people from different countries, epochs, of different backgrounds and about the fields they became famous in.
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IV. APPENDIX
Have you ever visited wax museums?
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When was Madame Tussaud’s Museum founded?
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Where was Madame Tussaud born?
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How many wax works are there in Madame Tussaud’s Museum?
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What is the weight of each figure in Madame Tussaud’s Museum?
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How many precise measurements are taken to create an accurate portrait in Madame Tussaud’s Museum?
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Where was the first wax museum founded in Russia?
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				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.
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		Adults		73%		27%

		Children		44%		56%

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.






